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COLLECTION SUMMARY 
Call Number: Ms. Coll. 95 
Extent: 1 folder (5 items) 
Preferred Citation Style: Folder Title, Box Number #. Collection on the John Hancock Memorial. 
State Library of Massachusetts Special Collections. 
About This Finding Aid: Description based on DACS.  
Processed by: Finding aid prepared by Beth Carroll-Horrocks, 2012; updated by Abigail Cramer, 
2012. 
Abstract: This collection documents a bid from the Merry Mount Granite Company for a 
memorial statue of John Hancock. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT 
This collection includes a letter and drawings from William J. Sullivan, representative of the Merry 
Mount Granite Company of Quincy, Massachusetts, addressed to the Chairman of the Committee 
on a John Hancock Memorial. The letters offer plans for two possible monuments: one showing 
Hancock about to sign the Declaration of Independence, and one showing Hancock as president 
of the Continental Congress. The bid also gives material and cost estimates. 
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HISTORICAL NOTE 
John Hancock (1737-1793) was a merchant, statesman, and prominent Patriot of the American 
Revolution. He served as president of the Second Continental Congress and was the first and 
third Governor of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
Arrangement 
The papers are arranged in their original order. 
 
Conditions Governing Access 
This collection is open for research during the Special Collections Department’s regular hours. 
 
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use 
Copyright restrictions may apply. Requests for permission to publish material from this collection 
should be discussed with Special Collections staff. 
 
Languages and Scripts 
The materials are entirely in English. 
 
Conservation Note 
Preservation activities were performed on the collection as follows: 
 Documents show evidence of early tape repairs and lamination (date of repairs 
unknown). 
 
  
 State Library of Massachusetts – Special Collections Department 
Guide to Ms. Coll. 95 - Collection on the John Hancock Memorial 
Page 3 of 3 
Container List 
Item # Folder Title Date 
1 Letter from William J. Sullivan, representative of the Merry Mount 
Granite Company, to the Chairman of the Committee on a John 
Hancock Memorial. Describes two enclosed designs: “Thought 
before action,” and “Hancock in the chair of the Continental 
Congress,” with price estimate for each. 
Jan. 16, 1895 
2 Description of design by William J. Sullivan of monument “Hancock 
about to sign the Declaration of Independence.” 
ca. 1895 
3 Description of design by William J. Sullivan of monument “Hancock 
as President of the Continental Congress.” 
ca. 1895 
4 Sketch of design “Hancock about to sign the Declaration,” including 
measurements. 
ca. 1895 
5 Sketch of design “Hancock as president of the Continental 
Congress,” including measurements. Note: document is torn into two 
pieces along a crease where it was once folded. 
ca. 1895 
 
 
